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Purpose: To unify our teaching and ensure the continuance of biblical faithfulness to our future.
The teaching of New Life is more comprehensive and deeper than our Core Competencies can mark out.
Therefore to unify our teaching and ensure the continuance of biblical faithfulness to our future this Teaching
Doctrinal Statement expands on and defines in greater detail the theology that undergirds our teaching. This is
something our elders and pastoral staff affirm, and all teachers representing New Life agree to teach in
concert with.
In addition to the Core Competencies we believe:
Bible:
We believe the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments comprise the Bible and are the only inspired
written Word of God.1 The Bible is the supreme and final authority in all matters to which it speaks and
informs the pursuit of all truth not addressed directly within its pages.2 It is infallible and without error in the
original manuscripts.3 Through it we know God4 and by submitting to it we submit to God.
All scripture is God breathed, written by men who were carried along by the Holy Spirit.5 Thus the meaning of
scripture is bound within the intentions of God and of human authors, along with the cultural, creative,
lingual, and historical realities in which they lived. While the Bible may be applied differently in various
circumstances, no passage of scripture will mean something today that was not originally intended.6 Therefore
a proper study of scripture will include:

1

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness,
Ephesians 2:20 [God’s household is] built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone.

2

Psalm 19:7-10 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; the
precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the
LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

3

Psalm 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.
Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
Matthew 5:18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.
Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

4

John 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me,

5

2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.

6

2 Peter 3:16 As he (Paul) does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard
to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.

1

1. Prayer
The Spirit of God is present in both the divine and human authorship, and the Spirit illumines our eyes
to truth, therefore all Bible study depends on communicating with God.7
2. Context
All passages are defined within the context they were written. Thus the surrounding verses, chapter,
book, author, genre, and rest of the Bible are essential to the interpretation of any passage. The Bible
is the only infallible standard to interpret itself. In trying to understand a difficult verse, there are often
clearer passages addressing the same concept that must direct the interpretation of the more difficult
verse.
3. Language
Word studies and rules of grammar are useful in interpreting passages. While this is best done in the
original languages, multiple English translations commonly identify significant issues by their
differences.
4. Historical Background
Aspects of the culture in which the Bible was written are often foreign to us today, so historical
background adds insight to the original meaning of a passage.
5. Community
The Bible was given by God to the people of God. Therefore, interpreting scripture accurately includes
listening to others. This provides wisdom and protects us from the errors inherent in one person’s
perspective.8 Listening to the historical church community further provides us with God’s providential
shaping of orthodoxy through time and mitigates against the cultural blinders of any one culture or
generation.9

7

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that I have said to you.
John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to Him, and He is not able
to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

8

Proverbs 11:14 Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.
Acts 15:22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose men from among them and send
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.

9

Isaiah 46:9-10 Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose’.
Jeremiah 6:16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk
in it, and find rest for your souls.”

1 Corinthians 12:12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ.

2

The Old Testament is fully inspired and forms the foundation for the New Testament. It also finds its
fulfillment in Christ and the New Testament.10 In this, there are two principles which establish the logical
priority of newer passages over older ones, particularly of the NT over the Old. These two principles are:
1. Newer passages shed light on older ones. There is a progressive nature to God’s revelation that can be
seen in the fact that the prophets at times critique the law,11 and the gospels at times reinterpret the
prophets.12
2. Jesus, the Apex of God’s revelation, is the supreme fulfillment and Lord over all that came before
Him.13 The Ten Commandments reveal God’s nature to us, yet Jesus is the radiance of the Glory of God
and the exact imprint of His nature.14 Jesus Christ reigns as King so supremely over the OT that He
intensifies and at times reinterprets or changes OT Law.15
Thus when studying the Bible one must ask how a passage ought to be interpreted in light of Jesus Christ and
the greater revelation of the Holy Spirit through the NT (for the Spirit glorifies Jesus throughout the NT by
taking from what is Christ’s and revealing it to us).16
We specifically refute the inspiration of both the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. The Bible is the sufficient
Word of God and is not to be added to by either a claim of inspiration or by the traditions of men. The
Apocrypha is worthwhile as a source for historical study, understanding that it is not inspired. Pseudepigraphal
books on the other hand are purposely deceptive in their origin and are not historically truthful.

10

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill
them”.

11

Isaiah 1:11-15 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?” says the LORD; “I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and
the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. When you come to appear before me, who
has required of you this trampling of my courts? Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and
Sabbath and the calling of convocations - I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feasts
my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes
from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood”.

12

Matthew 2:14-15 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death
of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son”.{Hosea 11:1}

13

Luke 24:44 Then He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
Colossians 2:17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.

14

Hebrews 1:1-2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has
spoken to us by His Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world.

15

Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that it was said to those of old”… “But I say to you” … These phrases occur five times in the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:21, 27, 33, 38, 43), where Jesus establishes Himself as the new lawgiver.
Mark 2:28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.
Hebrews 8:13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is
ready to vanish away.

16

John 16:13-14 When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on his own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for He will take what
is mine and declare it to you.

3

God’s Glory:
From God, through God, and to God – everything exists for and is purposed for His glory.17 God is glorious,18
with an overwhelming beauty that radiates from the sum total of all His attributes working together in perfect
harmony. God is perfect in holiness,19 justice,20 beauty,21 wisdom,22 power,23 grace,24 mercy,25 and love.26 His
ultimate goal in creating and governing the universe is to display His own glory.27
So we can confidently say that our chief aim in all things is to glorify God28 and enjoy Him forever.29 For God is
glorified in our enjoyment of Him.

17

Isaiah 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.”
Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.
Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the
founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

18

Exodus 15:11 “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds,
doing wonders?”
Psalms 113:4-5 The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens! Who is like the LORD our God, who is
seated on high?

19

1 Peter 1:16 Since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

20

Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.

21

Psalm 50:2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.

22

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how
inscrutable His ways!

23

Jeremiah 32:17 Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched
arm! Nothing is too hard for you.

24

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

25

Romans 12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

26

1 John 4:16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides
in God, and God abides in Him.

27

Isaiah 43:25 I, I am He who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.
Isaiah 48:9-11 “For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.
Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do
it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not give to another.
Ezekiel 20:14 But I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the nations, in whose sight I had
brought them out.
Ezekiel 36:22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am
about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came.”
John 12:27-28 Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour'? But for this purpose I have come
to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”.
Romans 9:23 In order to make known the riches of His glory for vessels of mercy, which He has prepared beforehand for glory.
Ephesians 1:11-12 In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works
all things according to the counsel of His will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of His glory.

28

Isaiah 43:7 Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

4

God’s Eternal Purposes:
We believe that God, the sovereign all-knowing King of the universe, has an overall plan by which He
orchestrates every cause and every effect according to His own purposes and for His own glory.30 God from all
eternity31 and by the completely wise and holy counsel of His own will, has freely and unchangeably ordained
whatever happens.32 This means that nothing happens by chance. God is present in all things.33 He is not

Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.
1 Peter 4:11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies - in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen.
29

Psalm 73:26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Lamentations 3:24 The LORD is my portion, says my soul, therefore I will hope in Him.
Westminster Shorter Catechism Question #1: What is the chief end of man? Answer: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to
enjoy him forever.
Matthew 13:44-46 The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

30

Job 23:13-14 But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he desires, that he does. For He will complete what He
appoints for me, and many such things are in His mind.
Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations.
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.
Isaiah 46:9-11 Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose,’ calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I
will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.
Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen!
Hebrews 6:17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His
purpose, He guaranteed it with an oath.

31

Ephesians 1:4 Even as he chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.
2 Timothy 1:9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace,
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.

32

Job 42:2 I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
Psalm 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases.
Daniel 4:25 You know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He will.
Daniel 4:34-35 At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed
the Most High, and praised and honored Him who lives forever, for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom
endures from generation to generation; all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and He does according to His will
among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His hand or say to Him, “What have you
done?”
Ephesians 1:11 In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will.
See also Footnote #30.

33

Ruth 2:3-4 So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of the field
belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The
LORD be with you!” And they answered, “The LORD bless you”.

5

wondering nor fearing what is going to happen next. The blowing of the wind, the cry of a baby, the rolling of
the dice34 – all things are ordered by God. There is not a single rogue molecule in the universe.
To clarify how God’s eternal purposes play out there are three significant truths to expound upon:
1. God’s governance incorporates secondary causes35 so that He is not the author of sin. He does this in
two ways. First, He uses free agents, such as Satan and people, who are responsible for their own free
choices to carry out their sin for His purposes. Also, He uses neutral elements of a fallen world, such as
death and nature, to affect circumstances for His purposes.
a. Free Agents: People and spiritual beings have free-will36 and are responsible for their own free
choices. Yet God directs those choices for His own holy purposes. Joseph’s brothers chose to sin
in sending Joseph into slavery, but God directed it for good.37 The kings of Canaan chose to sin
by fighting against Israel, but God directed them to do it for His purposes.38 Herod, Pilate,
Gentiles, and Jews sinned when they conspired to kill Jesus, but they did it according to God’s
predestined plan.39 David sinned in taking a census of Israel, but God incited him to do it.40
Satan did evil against Job and yet was doing what God had ordained.41 Judas delivered Jesus to
be crucified, but did so according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God.42 So God
governs sin but remains sinless because He is not the direct cause of sin.43 Instead He uses
Esther 4:14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your
father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this.
34

Proverbs 16:33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.

35

In Acts 2:23 God clearly orchestrates His purposes in the betrayal of Jesus, who “was handed over to you [the leaders of Israel] by
God's set purpose and foreknowledge.” Yet God did not sin in this act, for it was ordained through secondary causes. Satan was
involved (see John 13:2, 27; and Luke 22:3), and Judas by his own free-will chose to sin in this way, and is responsible for his
actions (see Matthew 26:24).
See also Footnote #38 – 42.

36

We define “free-will” as the freedom to choose and act within one’s own nature. So while God is free to do anything, He cannot sin
because it goes against His nature. Likewise fallen humanity is free to choose God, but apart from His enabling grace, they do not
because it is not in their corrupted nature to do so.

37

Genesis 50:19-20 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but
God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”

38

Joshua 11:20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they
should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

39

Acts 4:27-28 For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to
take place.

40

2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, number
Israel and Judah.”

41

Job 1:12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So
Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

42

Acts 2:23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands
of lawless men.

43

Deuteronomy 32:4 The Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and
upright is He.
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and He
himself tempts no one.
1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

6

secondary causes who directly carry out the sin within His purposes. God never condemns
unjustly because free agents are fully responsible for their sin even when God directs it.44
b. Neutral Elements of a Fallen World: God directs both light and darkness. Disaster, tragedy, and
calamity all occur within God’s perfect plan. God does not simply allow things to happen, He
directs and governs all things,45 but He does so in such a way that He is not the direct agent
causing evil or sin. Flood, hail, fire, drought, famine, locusts, death, thunder, rain, wind, and
more carry out God’s purposes according to God’s plan. God is holy and does not directly cause
the evil that these neutral elements bring about.46
2. God’s governance also incorporates contingencies47 so that prayer, obedience, and disobedience all
affect how the future unfolds without altering the fact that God ordains it all. So God responds to
circumstances as they unfold and yet He ordered how those circumstances would unfold before time
began.48 Most of life has conditional dynamics in which free choices affect different outcomes. Yet
these choices and their outcomes fall under the realm of contingencies which God has incorporated
into His sovereign governance. From a human perspective it can appear that God responds to us as if
He did not know what would happen.49 It can appear that God changes His mind based on our
choices.50 But those responses and changes, as well as our choices, are all ordered by God.
44

Psalm 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.
Romans 1:20 For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
Revelation 16:7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments”.

45

Isaiah 45:7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.
Amos 3:6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the LORD has done it?

46

Genesis 6-9; Exodus 9:23-29; Joshua 10:11; 1 Samuel 7:10; 12:18; Nahum 1;3; Leviticus 26:19-20; Deuteronomy 11:13-15;
28:24; 2 Samuel 21:1; 1 Kings 16:30 – 18:45; Hosea 13:5; Amos 4:7; Jonah 1:4-15; Zechariah 17:17; Revelation 16:21 all
serve as examples of God using neutral elements as secondary causes for His purposes.

47

In the area of contingency, God orders that some things may or may not happen depending on variable conditions and the voluntary
intentions of people involved. Thus the Bible is filled with conditional commands of God: Genesis 2:16-17 is the first of thousands
of such commands. Also, there are over 200 “if / then” passages in the Bible: see 2 Chronicles 7:14 “if my people who are called
by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.”

48

Proverbs 16:9 The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.

49

Proverbs 20:24 A man’s steps are from the LORD; how then can man understand his way?
Jeremiah 18:8 and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to
do to it.
Jeremiah 26:13 Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will
relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you.
Jonah 3:10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he
would do to them, and he did not do it.

50

Genesis 18:23-32 Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there
are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be
it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I
will spare the whole place for their sake.” Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am
but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said,
“I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For
the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He

7

3. Scripture points to at least two wills of God, or two ways of Him willing, so that there are things
purposed by God that please Him and yet grieve Him at the same time.51 The eternal purposes of God
can be viewed from two perspectives. On the one hand, God unconditionally and effectually decrees all
that comes about according to His own pleasure.52 In another sense, many of these things that come
about also displease Him. God was grieved that Jesus died on the cross. Herod, Pontius Pilate, and
those that conspired against Jesus were responsible for their own sin. Yet from a different perspective
God did want it to happen and predestined the plan for it to occur.53 King David “sinned greatly” in
taking a census of Israel. God was so displeased that 70,000 men passed away as the angel of the Lord
stretched out his hand against Israel for David’s sin.54 Yet God wanted David to take the census and
“incited David” to take it for His own purposes.55 Did God want Pharaoh to harden his heart?56 Did He

answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will
speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”
Exodus 32:14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.
51

Here are three specific examples:
1. God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 18:23, 32; 33:11), yet He takes pleasure in righteously executing His
judgment (Deuteronomy 28:63; 2 Samuel 2:25). So God wills death in one sense and does not will death in another sense.
2. God establishes all authority (Romans 13:1) and orders their decisions (Proverbs 21:1). But He does not will or desire for evil
rulers to govern. In fact He commands kings to live righteously (1 Kings 2:3), and judges them when they don’t (2 Kings 9:8).
But the very existence of evil Kings (just in 2 Kings see 3:2; 8:18; 13:2, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 28; 17:2; 21:2, 20; 23:32, 37;
24:9, 19), along with the fact that God ordains them to office, means that God wills for evil kings to rule in one sence, but does
not will for there to be evil kings in another.
3. God decrees for Judas to betray Jesus (Acts 2:23), and yet is filled with wrath towards Judas for doing so (Matthew 26:41).
God’s will was for Jesus to be betrayed, but He did not desire that it happen.

52

Numbers 23:19 God is not man, that He should lie, or a son of man, that He should change his mind. Has He said, and will He not
do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not fulfill it?
Isaiah 46:11 Calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to
pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.
1 Kings 22:13-34 Here God orders unrelated and unpredictable circumstances to come together for His purposes. God had
purposed that Ahab would die in battle, but Ahab sent another into the battle dressed in royal robes, while he went in disguise. The
enemy ceased fire, recognizing the false king, but one soldier “drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel between the
sections of his armor.” A random shot, the wind, and the crease of the armor all lined up to fulfill God’s purposes.
See also Footnote #30 and 32.

53

Acts 4:27-28 For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to
take place.

54

2 Samuel 24:10-13 But David’s heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to the LORD, “I have sinned
greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.” And
when David arose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying, “Go and say to David,
‘Thus says the LORD, Three things I offer you. Choose one of them, that I may do it to you.’ ” So Gad came to David and told
him, and said to him, “Shall three years of famine come to you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while
they pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide what answer I shall return to him
who sent me.”

55

2 Samuel 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, number
Israel and Judah.”

56

Exodus 14:4; 9:16; and Romans 9:17 (see also Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:8 and Ps. 105:25) all show how God
directs Pharaoh and hardens his heart in order to display His own glory. However Pharaoh freely chooses to harden his own heart
(see Ex. 8:15; 9:17) and is responsible for his own sinful actions.

8

want the Canaanites to oppose Israel entering the promise land?57 These questions, and many like
them, can be answered both yes and no. 58
A classic circumstance in which these two wills of God are seen is in salvation.59 Clearly, God “desires
all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”60 Likewise, God is “not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”61 Yet we also know that God “chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world,” and that we have “been predestined according to the purpose of
Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will.”62 At New Life we affirm that God wants
all to be saved and at the same time we affirm that God elects only some to salvation and that all those

57

Joshua 11:20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they
should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

58

In 1 Kings 12:6-19 Rehoboam freely chooses to act sinfully towards Israel as a leader. However, “this turn of events was from the
LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD”.
In Isaiah 10:5 Assyria freely chooses to make war against Israel and is judged accordingly because their intention was “to
destroy”. But God directs them as an agent for His own purposes (see Jer. 51:19-24 for identical circumstances regarding
Babylon).
Joel 2:32 is a positive example where those who freely call on God, are those whom God has called.
In John 11:48-52 Caiaphas prophesies to Israel concerning Jesus, “that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that
the whole nation perish.” When Caiaphas said this he was thinking that it would be better for Jesus to die than for Rome to come
in and destroy the nation. But God intended for his words to point to the sacrificial atonement of the cross. Here God ordained
words with deep meaning, when the speaker of the words was not even aware of what that meaning was.
Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the LORD, and as many as were
appointed to eternal life believed.

59

While Jesus came and died for the whole world (John 1:29, 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:5-6), to offer salvation to all (Isaiah 55:1;
Matthew 11:28, 23:37; Revelation 22:17), He came and died in a different way for some (1 John 2:2). He gave His life
effectually (Colossians 1:21-22; Hebrews 9:15; 1Peter 3:18) to pay for and to save His people (Matthew 1:21), His sheep (John
10:15, 26), His friends (John 15:13), His church (Acts 20:28), and His bride (Ephesians 5:25).
Luke 22:19-20 And He took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured
out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”
Romans 5:8 But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Hebrews 9:15 Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

60

1 Timothy 2:4 [God] who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

61

2 Peter 3:9 The LORD is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance..

62

John 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, He may give it to you.
Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the LORD, and as many as were
appointed to eternal life believed.
Ephesians 1:4-5 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
Him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will.
2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as
the first fruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
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He elects will be saved.63 In this we recognize that scripture implies there are at least two wills of
God.64
Creation:
We believe that God created everything65 out of nothing66 in order to reveal His glory.67 Further, we believe
that God created Adam and Eve as the historical parents of the entire human race,68 His image bearers,
crowned with His glory.69 As such all humanity shares the unique dignity and value that flows from the image
of God.70 The sanctity of human life, their eternal nature, the respect owed to all humans, their rights, and
their responsibilities arise from His breath of life in us.
We further believe that all true science exists in harmony with the Bible,71 and that when there is a
contradiction between the Bible and science, there is either an error in the interpretation of the Bible or an
63

John 6:37-39 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down
from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of Him who sent me. And this is the will of Him who sent me, that I should lose
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
John 10:28-29 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
Romans 8:29-30 For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, in order that He
might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom He predestined He also called, and those whom He called He also
justified, and those whom He justified, He also glorified.
Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in Him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His
glory.
1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time.

64

Historically the two wills of God have been described with various terminologies, including but not limited to, God’s secret and
revealed will, decretive and permissive will, and sovereign and moral will.

65

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.

66

Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.
Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of
things that are visible.

67

Isaiah 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
Isaiah 43:7 Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
Romans 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

68

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

69

Psalm 8:5-6 Yet you have made Him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned Him with glory and honor. You have
given Him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under His feet.

70

Genesis 9:6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.
James 3:9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.

71

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
2 Timothy 3:16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness
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error in the science. In the case of creation we believe the Bible does not definitively outline the timeframe of
creation so that “young earth” and “old earth” interpretations are both compatible with scripture. We also
affirm that in the days of Noah, God affected a literal and universal flood.72
State of Mankind:
There are four states of mankind:
1. The State of Innocence
In the Garden, God created mankind in His image without sin,73 and they lived in a state of innocence,
able to choose freely between good and evil and do that which is pleasing to God.74
2. The State of the Fall
Adam and Eve, our first parents, were led astray from worshipful obedience by the cunning of
Satan’s deceit,75 and chose to sin.76 Through this sin they fell from their original innocence and
communion with God and became dead in their sin and polluted in all their faculties.77
In Adam, all humanity fell into a state of sin.78 The guilt,79 corruption,80 and death81 resulting from
that sin belong to every person so that everyone is born dead in sin and are by nature objects of

72

By “universal” we mean that every living thing from the “face of the ground” died except for those protected on the ark.
Genesis 7:4 For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I
will blot out from the face of the ground.
Luke 17:26-27 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking and
marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.

73

Genesis 1:31 And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

74

Genesis 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Ecclesiastes 7:29 See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes.

75

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”.

76

Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.

77

Genesis 3:7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned.

78

Romans 5:12-14 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men
because all sinned - for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the
one who was to come.

79

Romans 5:16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.
Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life
for all men.

80

Romans 5:19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.
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wrath.82 We are not only guilty for what Adam did, we are also born corrupt by nature, enslaved to
sin, and unable to do,83 understand,84 or desire85 the things of God. Having the free-will to choose
between good and evil86 each person chooses evil.87 However, even in this fallen state all people
continue to posses the image of God, have to some extent the law of God written on their
conscience,88 and are capable of doing good in a natural sense.89

81

Romans 5:17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

82

Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind.

83

Psalm 14:1-3 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds, there is none who does
good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.
They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one.
Matthew 7:17-18 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit,
nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
John 15:4-5 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing.
Romans 8:7-8 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

84

Ephesians 4:18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them,
due to their hardness of hearts.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able
to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

85

John 6:65 And He said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”
Romans 3:11 No one understands; no one seeks for God.

86

Joshua 24:15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD.

87

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way.
Romans 3:9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks,
are under sin.
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

88

Romans 1:19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
Romans 2:14-15 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves,
even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also
bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them.

89

Matthew 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in
heaven give good things to those who ask him!
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3. The State of Regeneration
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love converts sinners and brings us into a state of
regeneration.90 He frees us from our enslavement to sin,91 and makes us new creations.92 We are
spiritually resurrected with Christ and enabled to do, understand, and seek spiritual good.93
However, while our spirits are new, our flesh remains in a fallen state, so that physically we feel the
effects of the fall94 and continually face a battle to walk in the Spirit and the victory that is ours in
Christ.95 Within this battle, we increasingly overcome, victorious in Christ;96 however, we never
90

John 1:12-13 But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 3:3-7 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.”
Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

91

John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not
remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
Romans 6:6-7 We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that
we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. And v.14 For sin will have no dominion
over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

92

Ezekiel 36:26-27 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to
obey my rules.
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come!

93

Romans 6:4 We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 8:3-4 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
1 John 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in Him, and he cannot keep on sinning because
he has been born of God.

94

Romans 8:20-23 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies.
2 Corinthians 4:16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.

95

Romans 7:18-25 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not
the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do
not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies
close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law
of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind,
but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.
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continually nor perfectly walk in Him.97 Positionally we are in Him98 and press on to take hold of
that for which Christ has already taken hold of us.99
Furthermore, we have great confidence in our striving, knowing that God is faithful and will enable
all, without exception, to persevere to the end.100 So we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith.101
4. The State of Glory
When Christ returns in glory, Christians will receive a resurrected body and enter into an eternal
glorified state.102 In this glorified state the process of salvation will be complete and we will walk
perfectly in righteousness.103
Galatians 5:17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His
good pleasure.
96

1 Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 John 5:4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world - our
faith.

97

Ecclesiastes 7:20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins.
1 John 1:8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

98

Colossians 3:3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Ephesians 2:6 And raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

99

Philippians 3:12-14 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made
the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

100

John 10:28-29 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who
has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
See also Footnote #63.

101

Hebrews 12:2 Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

102

Romans 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us.
1 Corinthians 15:41-44 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs
from star in glory. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in
dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
2 Corinthians 4:17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.
Philippians 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our
lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that enables Him even to subject all things to him.

103

1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be( as not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we
shall be like Him, because we shall see him as He is.
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Salvation:
Salvation is an overarching term that includes the entire process of redemption: beginning with election and
ending with glorification. Several steps in this process may occur essentially simultaneously, or over time.
However they follow this basic order:
1. Election
Election is God’s choosing of His people, not because of their works, but because of His own purpose
and grace which He gave them in Christ Jesus before the ages began.104
2. Predestination
Predestination is God’s plan to accomplish His purposes, especially for the salvation of the elect.105
3. Gospel Call
Gospel Call is an invitation to all people to come to God in faith and repentance.106 However, without
God’s enabling, people universally reject this call.107
4. Effectual Call
Effectual Call is God implanting the gospel—an inward, effectual, irresistible call that brings about
regeneration.108
Revelation 21:1-5 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with
them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.” And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also He said, “Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true.”
104

2 Timothy 1:9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace,
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began.

105

Ephesians 1:4-5 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
Him. In love, he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.

106

John 3:15-16 That whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world, that He gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

107

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.
John 3:19 And this is the judgment: the Light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the Light
because their works were evil.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able
to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
See also Footnote #87.

108

Acts 16:14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper
of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. (see also all the way through verse 31)
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.
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5. Regeneration
Regeneration is the work of the Holy Spirit by which spiritually dead people are made alive. They are
born again, given a new nature and made new creations in Christ.109
6. Conversion
Conversion takes place when a person responds to God with faith and repentance. These are gifts of
God.110
7. Justification and Adoption
Justification is when those who respond to God in faith and repentance are declared righteous. They
are pardoned of their sins and credited with the righteousness of Christ. In being declared righteous
the justified are adopted into the family of God.111
8. Sanctification
Sanctification is the process by which sinful desires are progressively superseded by an ever increasing
satisfaction in God. This process of becoming holy is brought about by the work of God and the striving
of man.112
109

John 3:5-7 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You
must be born again.’
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Titus 3:5-6 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.
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Romans 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance.
Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result
of works, so that no one may boast.
2 Timothy 2:24-25 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,
correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.

111

Romans 8:15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
Romans 4:5-8 And to the one who does not work but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: “Blessed
are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom the LORD will not count
his sin.”
Romans 4:23 - 5:1 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness-- for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for our sins and
was raised to life for our justification. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.
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1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit,
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.
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9. Glorification
Glorification is when, after having persevered to the end, Christians are made perfect and salvation is
fully realized.113
Sovereignty of God & Evangelism:
Theology emphasizing the sovereignty of God is occasionally accused of diminishing the need for evangelism.
The question is asked, “Why proclaim the gospel if God has already chosen those who will be saved?”
First, we confidently say that God so loves the whole world that He sustains and showers all people with
blessings,114 He displays His glory for all to see,115 and He offers a way of salvation for any who will believe.116
And though all people reject this offer without God’s transforming grace,117 the fact that God offers an open
call of the gospel to all people is a model for us to do the same. Additionally, He commands us to proclaim the
gospel at home and to the ends of the earth, and we must obey.118
We do believe that while God loves all people, He does not love all people in the same way. He chooses some
before the foundation of the world119 and predestines them for glory. He sets His love on them in a unique

Hebrews 12:14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the LORD.
113

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be
changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
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Matthew 5:45 So that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
Acts 17:25-27 Nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and everything. And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way
toward Him and find Him. Yet He is actually not far from each one of us.

115

Romans 1:20 For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

116

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.
Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Revelation 22:17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty
come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
See also Footnotes #56-58, and 103.

117
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See Footnotes #87 and 107.
Matthew 28:19-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
Romans 10:14-15 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in Him of whom
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

119

Ephesians 1:4-5 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
Him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.
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way so that their salvation is sure.120 He draws them to Christ121 and regenerates them,122 making them new
from the inside; while others He leaves in the hardness of their sinful hearts.123
However, we believe that rather than diminish the need for evangelism, God’s sovereignty brings hope to it.
For the burden is not on us to compel and convince people of the truth.124 Instead, it is our privilege to serve
God and be used by Him within His divine purposes, knowing that God opens hearts to receive the gospel.125
Additionally we believe that it is through the gospel that regeneration is brought to the elect.126 So while faith
in Christ is a gift,127 God has ordained that this gift is received through the preaching of the gospel (see
footnote #118), and God governs the preaching of the gospel just as much as the faith that comes through it.
Therefore we enthusiastically accept our responsibility in, and recognize the significance of, proclaiming the
gospel as an open invitation of God to all people.
Sovereignty of God & Prayer:
Theology emphasizing the sovereignty of God is also periodically accused of diminishing the need for prayer.
Some ask, “Why pray if God has already ordered the future according to His purposes?”
In many respects the fact that God holds the future is exactly why we should pray.128 If human selfdetermination governed the future, then prayer would be useless. But because God is sovereign, we come to
Him. Indeed God desires us to pray even though He already knows what we will ask for.129 God is big enough
to govern both the ends and the means to that end. Ultimately we pray because we stand in utter dependence
on God and He is glorified in our dependence.130

120

Romans 1:7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints.
Jude 1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for
Jesus Christ:

121

John 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.

122

Ephesians 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

123

Mark 4:11-12 And He said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is
in parables, so that they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should turn and be
forgiven”. {12 Isaiah 6:9-10}

124

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech
or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and
in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

125

Luke 24:45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
Acts 16:14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper
of God. The LORD opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able
to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

126
127

Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.

128

Ecclesiastes 8:7 For he does not know what is to be, for who can tell him how it will?

129

Matthew 6:7-8 And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

130

Psalm 50:15 And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.
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Therefore we wholeheartedly devote ourselves to prayer. We do it because God commands us to,131 because
we constantly stand in need of supernatural aid,132 and because God has ordained that our prayers would
have effect.133
Identity in Christ:
Because Jesus is the vine and we are the branches, in Him we bear much fruit and apart from Him we can do
nothing.134 Therefore our dependence on God goes far beyond prayer; it is central to the entirety of our lives.
Whether we are teaching or learning, working or resting, serving or receiving, our aim in is to walk in the
reality that we are crucified with Christ, therefore we no longer live, but Jesus Christ lives in us.135
Obedience:
We believe that obedience is a beautiful expression of worship and love to God,136 and that all true Christians
will progressively live a life of obedience because of God’s transforming work in them.137 It is not possible for a
person to have Christ as their Savior without having Him also as their Lord.138 Christians, by the grace of God,
follow Jesus Christ in obedience and live a life increasingly controlled by the Spirit of God.139
131

Ephesians 6:18 Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints.
Colossians 4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.

132

Luke 18:27 “But He said, “What is impossible with men is possible with God”.

133

Exodus 32:9-14 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let
me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them”…“Turn from your burning anger and relent from
this disaster against your people”... And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.
See also Footnote #50.
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John 15:1-2 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
Romans 7:18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the
ability to carry it out.
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Acts 17:28 ‘In Him we live and move and have our being.’
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Colossians 1:27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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1 Samuel 15:22 Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams..
1 John 5:3-4 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. For
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world - our faith.

137

1 John 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because
he has been born of God.

138

Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven.
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Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.
1 John 2:3-6 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. Whoever says “I know Him”
but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of
God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in Him: whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way in
which he walked.
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There is a paradox pertaining to the necessity and consequence of our obedience that is wrapped up in the
multifaceted glory of God’s love. Love is a complex word. On a human level a man can say he loves his wife, his
son, and double cheeseburgers, meaning something different in each context.
Likewise, while God is love,140 we see at least five ways in which the love of God is manifest in scripture:
1. Love Within the Trinity
The deepest most foundational expression of love and the ultimate model and source for all
expressions of love is the intra-Trinitarian love of God.141 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have loved each
other through all eternity.
2. Love for All That He Has Made
God is a loving creator who cloths the grass of the field, places glory in lilies, names each of the stars,
gives birth to rain, feeds the lion, cares for mountain goats, and officiates at sparrows’ funerals.142 God
loves all creation through His benevolent providence.
3. Love for All Humans
Of all creation God has a unique love for human beings. They are made in His image, are objects of His
affection, and are given special dominion and blessings. God loves all human beings, invites them into
relationship through the gospel call and takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.143
4. Love for the Elect (i.e., Positional Love)
Of all human beings God has a unique love for the elect. He delights in His people.144 This love is
unconditional. It cannot be earned, for it is fully merited on our behalf in Jesus.145 God chooses,
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1 John 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

141

John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.
John 5:20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he show him,
so that you may marvel.
John 14:31 but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here.

142

Matthew 6:28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
Psalm 147:4 He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
Job 38:28-30 Has the rain a father, or who has begotten the drops of dew? From whose womb did the ice come forth, and who has
given birth to the frost of heaven? The waters become hard like stone, and the face of the deep is frozen.
Job 39:1-4 Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving of the does? Can you number the
months that they fulfill, and do you know the time when they give birth, when they crouch, bring forth their offspring, and are
delivered of their young? Their young ones become strong; they grow up in the open; they go out and do not return to them. See to
the end of chapter 41.
Matthew 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.

143

John 3:16 God so loved the world,1 that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Ezekiel 33:11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
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blesses, pardons, renews, and loves people based on the merits of Christ.146 This is true even of God’s
mercy expressed to His people living before Christ, for it was merited at the cross.147 There is nothing a
human can do to gain or lose this love; nothing can separate us from this love of God for us in Christ.148
God is perfectly faithful to His loving promises,149 and we can rest in the knowledge that He is for us
and will never leave us nor forsake us.150 Even sin does not change or diminish this love of God for us,
for it comes to us in Christ and is not affected by what we do or fail to do.151
5. Love for Obedience (i.e., Provisional Love)
Of the elect God has a unique love for those who fear and obey Him.152 We remain in this provisional
aspect of His love through obedience153 and can fall out of this love through disobedience (it does not
144

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Deuteronomy 10:14-15 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it.
Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.
Psalm 149:4 For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation.
Jeremiah 32:38-41 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God. I will give them one heart and one way, that they may
fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I
will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. I will
rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.

145

Romans 4:4-5 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but
believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.

146

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our LORD.
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
1 Corinthians 1:30 And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and
sanctification and redemption.
2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of
God.
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places.
Titus 3:4-6 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.
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Romans 3:25-26 Whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s
righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed over former sins. It was to show His righteousness at the present
time, so that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

148

Romans 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in Him. That is why it is through Him that we utter our ‘Amen’ to
God for His glory.

150

Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
Hebrews 13:5-6 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for He has said, “I will never leave
you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”

151

Romans 5:8 But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

152

1 Samuel 15:22 And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.
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affect us positionally in Christ, but it does affect our relationship with God provisionally).154 This is a
family matter. We always remain His children but our relationship is strained when we disobey the
Father. Therefore we must persevere and with great endurance finish the race, for our obedience so
testifies to the reality of our salvation that it is obligatory to our passing through judgment and
receiving the crown of life promised to those who love Him.155
God’s love for His own people is expressed in both of these last two ways. His love is expressed positionally to
people in Christ and provisionally conditioned on obedience. In this, as with many aspects of theology, it is
essential that these two aspects of God’s love are held in balance. When one aspect is exalted at the expense
of the other, it becomes a form of heresy, like acknowledging part of God’s character while denying another
part.
Degree of Consequence:
In regards to Christians who disobey, there are degrees of sin that result in different degrees of consequence
and discipline within the church community and within a person’s relationship with God. While all sin is an

Psalm 147:11 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.
153

John 15:9-10 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
Acts 13:43 And after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and
Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.
1 John 2:5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him:
Jude 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.

154

Deuteronomy 28:1-16 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD
your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey
the LORD your God: You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country . . . However, if you do not obey the LORD your
God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and
overtake you: You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.
Matthew 7:24 Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the
rock.
Luke 11:28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
Ephesians 6:7-8 Rendering service with a good will as to the LORD and not to man, knowing that whatever good anyone does,
this he will receive back from the LORD, whether he is a slave or free.
Hebrews 12:6 For the LORD disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son whom He receives.
James 1:22-25 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves… But the one who looks into the perfect law,
the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
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Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘LORD, LORD,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 24:13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may
obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. So I
do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to
others I myself should be disqualified.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what
he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love Him.
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offense to God’s holiness,156 the severity of the consequence for all sin is not the same. Primarily there are five
aspects of any given act which proportionately affect the degree of consequence.
1. First, is the relative strength of a person’s profession of faith. The stronger a person’s profession of
faith, the higher the expectation is for their obedience and thus the greater the consequence for their
sin.157
2. Second, is the level of a person’s knowledge of God’s will. The person who understands God’s will and
yet chooses to disobey pays a far higher consequence for their sin than the person who does not know
God’s will and yet disobeys. With knowledge comes responsibility and accountability.158
3. Third is the degree to which a person’s sin is deliberate. There is a difference between willful sin and
sin that spontaneously manifests itself. The degree to which sin is deliberate is directly proportionate
to the consequence.159
4. Fourth, is the degree in which a person’s sin is an ongoing lifestyle. There is a difference between an
act of disobedience and a lifestyle of disobedience. The more ongoing any particular sin is, the more
severe the consequence it incurs.160
5. Fifth, is the degree to which a person’s sin affects others. Leaders are held to a higher standard
because their actions affect more people.161 Any action that causes others to stumble, especially
children, faces a stricter consequence.162
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James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.
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1 Corinthians 5:9-11 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am
writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an
idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one.

158

Luke 12:47-48 And that servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe
beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was
given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.
2 Peter 2:20-21 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have
been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them.
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Numbers 15:30 But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and
that person shall be cut off from among his people.
Hebrews 10:26-27 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.
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Matthew 18:15-17 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
1 John 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because
he has been born of God.
1 John 5:18 We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects
him, and the evil one does not touch him.
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James 3:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater
strictness.
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Governments:
We believe God has ordained three basic governments: household government, church government, and civil
government. We further believe that each of these governments is obligated to serve under God, recognizing
Him as the supreme King.163 Because these governments are subject to God, no submission to them is
absolute. If any authority demands those things God forbids or impedes those things God requires, then
Christians are to respectfully and humbly disobey.164
Household:
We believe the household is the most basic institution among men, and that every authority established
on earth has the obligation to recognize the household as the building block by which all other
governments are built.165
The marriage covenant, a life-long union166 between one man and one woman,167 is the foundation and
beginning of households. Single heads of households exist but they generally originate from and often
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Matthew 18:6-7 But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!
Romans 14:20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to
make another stumble by what he eats.
1 Corinthians 8:9 But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
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1 Samuel 12:14 If you will fear the LORD and serve Him and obey His voice and not rebel against the commandment of the
LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well!
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the
head of Christ is God.
Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He
might be preeminent.

164

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men!”
See also Acts 4:19-20 and Daniel 5:29.

165

Numbers 1:44-45 These are those who were listed, whom Moses and Aaron listed with the help of the chiefs of Israel, twelve men,
each representing his fathers’ house. So all those listed of the people of Israel, by their fathers’ houses, from twenty years old and
upward, every man able to go to war in Israel.
1 Corinthians 14:34-35 The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in
submission, as the Law also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful
for a woman to speak in church.
1 Timothy 5:3-4 Honor widows who are truly widows. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show
godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God.
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Matthew 19:4-6 He answered, “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and
said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they
are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Mark 10:11-12 “And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom
she wishes, only in the Lord.
See also Mal. 2:13-17; Mt. 5:31-32; Mt. 19:1-12; Mk. 10:1-12; Lk. 16:18; Rom. 7:1-3; 1Cor. 7:10-17.
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Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
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function under a marriage covenant. The marriage covenant forms biblically within the below guidelines.
These guidelines are difficult to apply in today’s world and are not intended produce guilt but to uphold
God’s design and instruct in righteousness.
1. Romantic or exclusive relationships (emotional, spiritual, and physical) between male and female
are to be pursued only after both parties have reached a level of responsibility and of spiritual,
emotional, and relational maturity so as to be fit for marriage.168
2. When people are prepared and ready for the responsibilities of marriage it is God’s design that
parents oversee the courting process.169 If parents do not or are unable to fulfill this role the church
is often able to stand in the gap.
3. Purity of the marriage bed is of the highest order, and all physical intimacy170 shared between male
and female is reserved for marriage.171
4. In the church, marriage is to be sought between two believers.172
5. As we live in a fallen world, God allows for the possibility of divorce173 in some situations (adultery
and abandonment are two biblical reasons).174 Further, these reasons being mentioned in different
Romans 1:25-27 Because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged
natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for
their error.
1 Corinthians 7:2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her
own husband.
168

Genesis 34:12 Ask me for as great a bride price and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the
young woman to be my wife. {Ex. 22:16-17; Dt. 22:29; 1Sam. 18:25}
Song of Solomon 2:7 I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of the field, that you not stir up or
awaken love until it pleases. {3:5; 8:4}
Song of Solomon 8:6-7 Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as
the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.
If a man offered for love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised.

169

See Genesis 24:1-67
Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Exodus 22:17 If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equal to the bride-price for virgins.

170

To define appropriate boundaries of physical intimacy outside of marriage it is worth recognizing that biblically the behaviors that
define fornication are the same as those that define adultery. So what is appropriate for a married man to do with another person’s
wife is the same as for two unmarried people.

171

1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral
person sins against his own body.
Hebrews 13:4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually
immoral and adulterous.

172

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or
what fellowship has light with darkness?

173

Matthew 19:8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so.

174

Matthew 19:9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.
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contexts suggests that they are not exhaustive and we add abuse as another sin sufficient to
warrant divorce. This does not mean that divorce is the desired option, for God remains opposed to
divorce.175 Likewise it does not speak to remarriage. We affirm that marriage is intended to be a
lifelong covenant between one man and one woman that is dissolved only by death.176
We recognize two biblical views on remarriage. Some believe that marriage is a life-long covenant
that is not revoked through divorce, and thus, remarriage is not permissible unless one is
remarrying their original spouse or that spouse dies.177 Others believe that in the case of a biblically
justified divorce, remarriage is permissible.178 Both of these positions have biblical merit and are
supported at New Life. We believe that Christians are called to explore scripture and be fully
convinced in their own minds before acting. We support all marriages between one man and one
woman equally, regardless of how they came about179 and we rejoice in the transforming power of
God who is able to reconcile and restore even the worst of relationships.180
Marriage is designed for the mutual help of both husband and wife181 so that together they take dominion
in the world for the glory of God.182 It is for the support and development of the spiritual life,183 for the
propagation and holy training of children,184 and is a picture of the love of Christ for His church.185
1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has
called you to peace.
175

Malachi 2:15-16 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly
offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not
love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So
guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

176

Matthew 19:6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Romans 7:2-3 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from
the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if
her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom
she wishes, only in the Lord.
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Matthew 5:31-32 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that
everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.”
Mark 10:11-12 “And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
Luke 16:18 Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from
her husband commits adultery.
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband (but if
she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.
1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom
she wishes, only in the Lord.

178

See Footnote #174.
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1 Corinthians 7:24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.

180

Luke 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.

181

Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
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Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.
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In it, God has ordained the husband to be the head of his wife, spiritually responsible for everyone in his
household.186 This is for the sake of order and in no way diminishes the worth of a woman.187 Both are
equally created in the image of God.188 Yet in the created order, before the fall, God ordained
complementary roles for male and female which establish male headship.189 In the fall, the sinful nature
was disposed to rebel against this order.190 So while we stand against historical abuses of these roles we
also declare that when leadership and submission are patterned after the Godhead, it is a beautiful
thing.191 The husband is responsible to protect, provide for, and love his family as a servant leader.192 The
Psalm 8:5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned Him with glory and honor.
183

Ephesians 5:22-27 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the LORD. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is
the head of the church, His body, and is Himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in
everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, that He might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that He might present the church to Himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
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Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 18:19 For I have chosen Him, that he may command His children and His household after him to keep the way of the
LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has promised him.
Deuteronomy 6:6-7 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise.
Psalms 78:4-6 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and
His might, and the wonders that He has done. He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which He
commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and
tell them to their children.
Malachi 2:15 Did He not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly
offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth.
Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the LORD.
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Ephesians 5:31-32 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
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Genesis 3:9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, His body, and is Himself its
Savior.
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Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.

188

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image, in the image of God he created Him; male and female he created them.
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Genesis 2:18-23 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”…So
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said…
“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
1 Corinthians 11:8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.
1 Timothy 2:13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve.
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Genesis 3:16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your
desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

191

John 13:14-15 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the
head of Christ is God.
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wife is to minister to her husband and children, to manage the home,193 and to dress herself with a gentle
and quiet spirit.194 Together, both parents are responsible to provide their children with godly
instruction.195
Regarding godly instruction, it is a Christian’s duty to strive to pass on the tenants of the faith within their
family.196 Ultimately faith is a gift of God, but this does not negate the calling to pass faith on within the
household. Children in a Christian home are to be sanctified through their parent’s faith.197 And parents
have the responsibility to see that worship and discipleship are practiced in the Christian home.198
Church:
We believe the universal Church is made up of all the elect who have been, are, or ever will be united by
saving faith in Jesus Christ. While there has always been a people of God, the Church in the New Covenant
era had a unique historical beginning at Pentecost. In the Old Testament saving faith looked forward to
Christ,199 but He is now revealed.200 The Church visibly expresses itself in local bodies where the Word of
God is preached and a biblical trust in Jesus Christ is expressed.

192

Genesis 3:9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
1Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever.

193

Titus 2:4-5 And so train the young women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind,
and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.

194

1 Peter 3:3-6 Do not let your adorning be external - the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you
wear - but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in
God’s sight is very precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their
own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that
is frightening.

195

Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first
commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” {Deut. 5:16}

196

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the LORD.
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1 Corinthians 7:14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because
of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.

198

Genesis 18:19 For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD
by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.
Ps 78:4-6 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and His
might, and the wonders that He has done. He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded
our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to
their children.

199

See Hebrews 11; especially v.26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward.

200

Colossians 1:26 The mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints.
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All churches are evidenced by these chief attributes: a submission to God’s Word and a biblical trust in
Jesus Christ. Beyond this, while recognizing churches with different practices than ours, scripture guides us
in the following convictions:
Baptism:
Because scripture does not associate baptism with church membership, and because we want to
preserve a pure motive of response and commitment to God in baptism (not to become a member),
we do not link baptism and membership.
We practice believer’s baptism, seeing a new birth201 evidenced by a commitment to follow Christ202 as
the prerequisite to biblical baptism. Baptism identifies a person as a disciple and shows outwardly how
a Christian has been spiritually united in the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord.203 To best
represent this we normally practice baptism by immersion.
While not requiring baptism for membership, we recognize that if a person is not yet spiritually ready
to be baptized, they may not ready for membership. Therefore, baptism is brought up in membership
classes, and is made available to every new member. Additionally elders are available to guide any
persons through the biblical instruction on this great sacrament.
Elders:
Each local body is to be governed by a group of men called elders, each of whom must meet the
qualifications of church leadership.204
In the church, as within the family, God has ordained a framework of male headship205 which reserves
the office of elder for men. God has created men and women equal in regards to worth, dignity, and
humanity. Yet He has designed them to function within complementary roles in both home and church.
201

Acts 10:47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”

202

1 Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

203

Romans 6:1-7 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to
sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead bym the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with
Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin.

204

1 Timothy 3:1-7 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore an
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not
a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all
dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for
God’s church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the
devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
Titus 1:6-9 If anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of
debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quicktempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.
He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke
those who contradict it.
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1 Corinthians 11:8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.
1 Timothy 2:11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness.
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Again, this is for the sake of order, and in no way speaks to the worth, giftedness, or equality of men
and women. Both are equal in the sight of God.206
We believe that women are equally gifted in the ministry, and ought to function in every task
(including teaching)207 and serve in every office apart from elder (including deaconess).208 Headship is
fundamentally an issue of authority,209 and therefore the most important issue is that as women serve
in the church, that they do so under the authority of headship (elders and husbands). There is a
difference between someone serving independently, functioning by their own rules, and someone
serving with a submissive spirit.
Of the qualifications for elder,210 the clause of being, “the husband of one wife”211 deserves special
attention. As individuals we must follow our own conscience, but we believe that this clause means
that if married, an elder must be a godly, devoted, faithful, and loving husband. We do not believe it
requires marriage or speaks to the issue of divorce and remarriage. Below are the two main reasons
we have interpreted this clause in this way:
1. Context:
In both passages, the “one wife” clause is part of a list of clauses that are all universally held to
refer to present tense behavior. When it says that an elder must not be given to drunkenness or
violence – it is not saying that elders have never been given to these things. In fact, like Paul,
God may have saved an elder from these behaviors. But these are things of their past. Their
current lifestyle is defined by temperance and gentleness. Likewise when it says that an elder
must be self controlled, hospitable, blameless, respectable, and able to teach, it is not saying
that these men have always been these things. In their past they may have been none of these
things (certainly without Christ it is not even truly possible). But their lifestyle today is defined
by all of them.
206

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.

207

1 Corinthians 11:5 “But every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head.” This key passage
establishes two things: First, that women should pray and prophecy publicly in church as long as they do so in submission to male
headship. Secondly, its context (see 14:1-25) establishes that prophecy is an exercise of proclaiming God’s Word (parallel with
preaching and teaching).

208

1 Timothy 3:11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.
Romans 16:1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae.

209

1 Corinthians 11:10 That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.
1 Corinthians 14:32-35 And the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in
all the churches of the saints, the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in
submission, as the Law also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful
for a woman to speak in church. (This passage, often taken out of context, clearly speaks to the circumstance of authoritatively and
publicly correcting teaching in the church. This is not a role for women).
1 Timothy 2:11-12 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority
over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.

210

1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9; and 1 Peter 5:1-3

211

1 Timothy 3:2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach.
Titus 1:6 If anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of
debauchery or insubordination.
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Thus, if we interpret the “one wife” clause consistently with the other requirements in the list
(and every rule of biblical interpretation and logic requires we be consistent) we are compelled
to read it as a requirement that speaks to a man’s current lifestyle not his past.
The grammar of the text fully supports this as well. The verb requiring elders to be husbands of
one wife is a present active indicative. This is used to require present ongoing or continuous
action.
An added element in this line of thought is simply the power of God to forgive and transform
His people. The entire Bible proclaims God’s grace to forgive and to transform. Sometimes
people apply these truths to the rest of the requirements in the lists, but treat divorce
differently. We see nothing in the text to suggest this inconsistent interpretation.
2. Words:
In both passages the actual Greek wording used is literally that the elder must be a, “one
woman man” (μιᾶς γυναικὸς ἄνδρα). The context associates this as a description of his
marriage, but it does not carry any connotations or references to divorce. To import the subject
of divorce on this passage is to import a meaning that is not covered in the actual passage.
Additionally there are a multitude of issues surrounding remarriage that go beyond the scope
of the wording. What if a divorce occurred before salvation? What if a divorce was biblically
allowable? Is remarriage allowable in any, some or all circumstances after divorce? What if a
man was unfaithful to his wife or has been with more than one woman212 even though he has
never been divorced or remarried? What if a man lost his wife to cancer and married a second
time? These issues are important, but they are not covered by the single phrase, “one woman
man”.
To close this subject, it is important to recognize what the “husband of one wife” clause does
mean. We believe it is a far more radical statement than an issue of remarriage. A man could be
married for 60 years and not be a godly, devoted, faithful and loving husband. Sometimes
commendable women have persevered in marriages with men who fall far short of this
standard. Conversely a remarried man may be incredibly loving, devoted, and faithful to his
wife.
Deacons:
Each local body, when size requires it, can also be served by a group of deacons and deaconesses, each
of whom must meet the qualifications of church service.213 This position may go by another name and
yet follow the pattern of deacon.
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1 Corinthians 6:16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written,
“The two will become one flesh.”
1 Timothy 3:8-12 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest
gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as
deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in
all things. Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households well.
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Civil:
We believe Christians are to live peaceful lives in submission to all civil authorities, whom God ordains as
His servants for His purposes.214 While it is God’s will that all civil authorities honor Him in their service,
Christians are to submit regardless of the moral or spiritual character of their authorities.215 There is
blessing in submitting to God even through an unrighteous leader.216
Spiritual Gifts:
We believe in the continuance of all biblical spiritual gifts. Four passages list a total of 19 gifts;217 but none is
comprehensive, and from the context of each we can see that no attempt is made to define a precise list.
Thus, it is possible that some spiritual gifts exist that are not specifically mentioned. Because of the confusion
and division that has resulted from the way some gifts have been practiced, we here outline several truths
that govern all gifts, and further define tongues and prophecy.
1. All Christians by definition have the Holy Spirit indwelling them. There is no such thing as a “Christian”
who subsequently needs to be baptized in the Spirit.218
2. The evidence of the Holy Spirit in a Christian’s life is the existence of “fruit of the Spirit”, not a spiritual
gift.219
3. All Christians are spiritually gifted to play a significant role in the Body of Christ.220
4. All spiritual gifts are given by God for the edification of the body and the glory of Christ.221 There are no
spiritual gifts given for the primary purpose of private edification.
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Romans 13:1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that
exist have been instituted by God.
1 Peter 2:13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme.
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Consider the historical context of the above verses. When Paul wrote Romans in 57 A.D. in the early years of Nero’s reign. When
Peter wrote in the early 60’s A.D. Nero had implemented horrendous persecutions of Christians.
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1 Samuel 24:6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’s anointed, to put out my
hand against him, seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.”
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See Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; 1 Corinthians 12:28; and Ephesians 4:11.
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Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.
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Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law.
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Romans 12:6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith.
1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
Ephesians 4:7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
1 Corinthians 12:18-25 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as He chose. If all were a single
member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor… that there may be no
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.
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1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.

32

5. Spiritual gifts are part of a Christian’s stewardship. They need to be practiced and developed.222
Tongues:
There are two distinct manifestations of tongues in the Bible.
Acts:
In the book of Acts there is a supernatural enabling of the Apostles to speak in languages they did not
previously know.223 This manifestation needs no interpretation and is evangelistic in that it appeals to nonChristians. This manifestation of tongues is a communication between people.
1 Corinthians:
In Corinth there was another form of tongues that was a supernatural enabling to speak from God or to
God in the Spirit.224 This language does not engage the mind225 and must be followed by an interpretation
if spoken in public.226 This form of tongues is not evangelistic. In fact when spoken publicly, without an
interpretation, it is unprofitable for mature Christians and damaging to young Christians and
unbelievers.227
For this reason, in all church gatherings, we value intelligible gifts exceedingly more than tongues,228 and
we trust that all tongues, if of God, will be followed by an interpretation. For the sake of order in the
church,229 any person feeling an urging to speak in a tongue must submit themselves to an elder. If the
elder deems it appropriate, the speaker will then, for the sake of accountability, speak through a
microphone (if available) so that it can be recorded.
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2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.
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Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Acts 2:6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in
his own language.
Acts 2:11 Both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians - we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God!
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1 Corinthians 14:2 For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters
mysteries in the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 14:28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.
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1 Corinthians 14:14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful.
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1 Corinthians 14:28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.
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1 Corinthians 14:22-23 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers
but for believers. If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will
they not say that you are out of your minds?
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1 Corinthians 12:31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts.
1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy.
1 Corinthians 14:19 Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten
thousand words in a tongue.
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1 Corinthians 14:33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.
1 Corinthians 14:40 But all things should be done decently and in order.
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Prophecy:
We believe prophecy is the proclamation of God’s Word. In the Old Testament, God ordained certain men to
speak on His behalf. In this, God put His words in their mouths230 and they spoke authoritatively from the
Lord. In the New Testament this gift significantly changed. God has communicated through Jesus Christ the
living Word231 and through His written Word.232 Therefore the gift of prophecy in the New Testament has to
do with proclaiming Jesus Christ and proclaiming the Bible. To this end, it is not in itself authoritative,233 and is
akin to teaching and preaching.234
End Times:
First, we believe that when Christians die they are instantly received into the glorious presence of Christ, and
experience a joy that is better by far than any experience on earth.235 However, even in His presence, there is
a longing for the completion of Christ’s work when our resurrected spirits will be united with our resurrected
bodies.236
We further believe that Christ will return in glory,237 with a loud trumpet call – personally, publically,
physically238 and suddenly,239 at the end of the age to gather His elect,240 raise the dead, judge the nations,241
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Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth,
and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
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Hebrews 1:1-2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has
spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through whom also He created the world.
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
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1 Corinthians 14:32 And the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.
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Acts 17:11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.
Titus 2:1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.
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Luke 23:43 And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
2 Corinthians 5:8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the LORD.
Philippians 1:23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.
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2 Corinthians 5:2-3 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be
found naked.

237

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the LORD Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
2 Thessalonians 1:10 When He comes on that day to be glorified in His saints, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
Titus 2:13 Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Matthew 24:30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven”
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Matthew 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the LORD will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.
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and consummate His eternal Kingdom.242 In this, the righteous will be perfected in His glory and enter into the
everlasting goodness of God.243 The unrighteous will face a conscious and eternal anguish and
condemnation.244
As to the timing of Christ’s return as it relates to the Millennium (Rev. 20:1-6) or the Tribulation (Dan. 12:1;
Mt. 24:21; Rev. 7:14), we specifically choose not to adhere to a single view as the only correct interpretation.
Instead, being familiar with all of the millennial views, and the tribulational views associated with Premillennialism, we find strengths and weaknesses in every position. Therefore while individuals may hold
certain convictions, we do not as a church teach one single view as the truth.
This doctrinal statement has been affirmed by the Elders and Pastoral Staff,
and was incorporated into the by-laws of New Life Bible Fellowship
on February 5, 2008.
This doctrinal statement was amended and reaffirmed on February 16, 2009.
This doctrinal statement was amended and reaffirmed on November 1, 2010.
This doctrinal statement was amended and reaffirmed on March 19, 2013.
1 Thessalonians 5:2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the LORD will come like a thief in the night.
Revelation 16:15 “Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not
go about naked and be seen exposed!”
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Matthew 24:31 And He will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.
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John 5:28-29 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear His voice and come out, those
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what
he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
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1 Corinthians 15:23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at His coming those who belong to Christ.
Luke 22:29 And I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom.
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Matthew 25:23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master!’
1 Corinthians 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.
Colossians 3:4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is.
Jude v.24-25 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of His glory
with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all
time and now and forever. Amen.
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Matthew 13:42 And throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Revelation 14:9-12 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and its
image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the
cup of His anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its
image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.
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